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ON THE EARLY REMEMBRANCE OF OUR CRE- 
ATOR. 





(Continued from page 189.) 


Having, in a preceding paper, shewn what is implied ira 
proper remembrance of our Creator ; I shall now proceed to — 
shew that the season of youth is the most favourable period 
for complying with this duty. It deserves here to be men- 
tioned, that every argument which ought to influence persons 
to become pious at any age, holds good in regard to the sea- 
son of youth. But there are some which are peculiar to this 
period, which it is the design of this article to propose. 

1. If you do not embrace religion in early life, the proba- 
bility is that you never will. Ido not intend by this remark 
to discourage those who are advanced in years from attend- 
ing to the concerns of religion; but the observation is un- 
doubtedly founded in fact, that comparatively few who neg- 
lect religion in éarly life are ever brought into the king- 
dom. There are probably some who will read these 
pages, who will not become pious in youth: it would, in- 
deed, be very desirable that it should be otherwise; but 
to suppose the contrary would be to contradict all those 
principles of calculation which we have derived from ex- 
perience. If we could look forward and see them in old 
age, we should probably see them without religion. This, 
my young friends, is a solemn consideration. When you are 
tempted to say to the Spirit of grace, ‘Go thy way for this 
time, when I have a convenient season I will call for thee ;’ 

VOL. Iv.] 19 








218 Onthe Early Remembrance of our Creaior. 


when you are listening to the adversary cf your souls, who 
would persuade you that sinning is consistent with security, 
remember that all past experience is against you ; that the on- 
ly conclusion which is justified by facts, is, that you will 
probably pass through life, and enter eternity, without any 
interest in the great salvation. 

2 You are just launched upon the ocean of life; you have 
set out upon a journey in which you must expect to meet 
many trials and difficulties, and probably to encounter some 
dangerous and formidable enemies. Now, if there bea God, 
and if his Providence extend to every thing; if all creatures 
depend on him for preservation and enjoyment, it is certainly 
very important to secure his favour. If you were only travel- 
ling in a foreign country, you would consider it of great impor- 
tance to have the friendship of the king of that country ; as you 
might by this means travel with greater safety or advantage. 
You might not only be preserved from many dangers to which 
a stranger would naturally be exposed, but also have many 
privileges secured to you which you could not.otherwise en- 
joy. How much more important is it in your journey 
through life, that you should have the favour and approba- 
tion of your Creator; for the earth is the Lord’s. He is 
King over all. Only secure his friendship, and no enemy 
that lurks in your path will be able to harm you. He will 
be to youan almighty Friend, will conduct you safely through 
all your trials, and will never desert you in the hour of dan- 
ger. His Providence will surround, sustain and bless you 
every where, and continually. 

3. Piety is indispensable to enable you to act your part 
well under any circumstances. Whether lawyers, minis- 
ters, or physicians; whether magistrates, politicians, hus- 
bandmen, or mechanics; or whether destined to occupy a 
domestic station, religion is absolutely necessary to make you 
in those several stations what you ought to be. There isa 
duty which all these owe to God as well as tomen. Even 
the latter is imperfectly performed without piety, and the 
former is entirely neglected. Some suppose that religion is 
very essential, for instance, in a minister, but not in other 
professions. But this is a mistake. It may be more impor- 
tant for a minister, on account of the peculiarly sacred nature. 
of his office, because he is entrusted more immediately with 
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the care of souls; but the truth is, it is absolutely essential in 
all. The farmer or mechanic is as tiily bound to make the 

lory of, God the grand object of his life, as is the minister of 
his. In this view of the subject there is no situation in which 
piety is not indispensable. ‘We do not mean that it is neces- 
sary in the occupation of the gamester or the trifler, but to 
all who engage in the lawful and proper, business of life. If 
therefore you would discharge your duty in your various call- 
ings in the best possible manner; if you would consult your 
own respectability in life in the highest degree; if you would 
have it said of you aftér you are dead, that the world is 

the better by your life in it, and that posterity is reaping 
the benefits of your activity and usefulness; let me urge you 
to remember your Creator in the days of your youth. 

If you wish to enjoy as much happiness in this life as 
possible, then cultivate early piety. ‘This we should expect 
would operate with you, because your own interest is con- 
cerned. ‘The noblest pleasures to be enjoyed undoubtedly 
flow from religion. We are aware of the difficulty of speak- _ 
ing on this subject, because none can understand the true na- 
ture of this happiness, but those who have experienced it. 
Still, I think it may be made to appear by abstract reasoning. 
There is the testimony of all who have tried it in its favour. 
‘The man who receives the bounties of Providence as coming 
from a heavenly Father; the man, who, in contemplating 
the works of nature, can look over them, and say, with a spirit 
of pious gratitude, ‘ My Father made them all,’ is the only one 
who realizes the highest enjoyment, which the bounties of 
Providence and the works of nature are fitted to yield. The 
pleasures of devotion, also, are a luxury to the soul ¢ which 
none but he that feels it knows.’ ‘To be able to come to the 
throne of mercy, with the affectionate confidence of a 
child; to draw from that inexhaustible fulness of divine 
grace which is treasured up in Christ for the supply of his 
people: to be quickened and comforted by the influences of 
the Holy Spirit flowing into the soul; is to enjoy pleasures, 
of which it has not entered-the heart of an unsanctified map 

even ta conceive. 
But there are one or two considerations which seer t. de- 
mand your particular attention. You may be callei away 
suddenly, or may be subjected to great trials and afflictions. 
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I would not augur ill concerning the external circumstances 
of any considerable number of you; for in this respect, the 
situation of most of you may perhaps be comfortable. But 
possibly, it may be far otherwise. ‘There have beén many 
instances in which persons who have begun life with pros- 
pects the most flattering, have, after a while, been called to 
struggle with disappointment and afiliction, and have found 
little else than a suc¢ession of trials on their way to the grave. 
I might point you to many a young person, who commenced 
his career under the most auspicious circumstances, and ex- 
cited many interesting hopes; but is now labouring under the 
pressure of misfortune, or pursuing a course of profligacy, 
which will, in all probability, terminate in ruin. At first, 
his resolutions to lead a correct and virtuous life were strong ; 
as he was assaulted by the temptations of the world, they 
gradually became weaker, till at length, the last barrier ta 
open irreligion and profligacy is broken down; even a regard 
to his own character and the feelings of his friends ceases to 
operate; and he sinks under the wreck of all their hopes into 
disgrace and contempt. My young friends, this is no dream 
of imagination. Itis a picture drawn from real life ; and how- 
ever forbidding it may be in any of its features, I beseech you 
to ponder it, that your own characters may never furnish a 
counterpart to soappalling and painful a representation. All 
these immeasurable evils may be prevented by early piety. 
The case to which I have referred may not perhaps occur, 
in all its extent, very frequently. Many are preserved by 
the providence of God, who would undoubtedly fall into ruin, 
if they were left to themselves. But the instances are suffi- 
ciently numerous to furnish ground of sulemn admonition to 
all of you, to remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth. 

5. I urge upon you the duty of remembering your Creator, 
from the fact that in youth you form a character fora long 
period to come; probably for eternity. I lay it down as a 
principle that there is no character truly good, who is not pi- 
ous. I know, indeed, that men of the world may call each 
other great and good; but the truth is, that whatever talents 
or attainments a man may have, so long as he is an enemy to 
God, he is regarded by all holy beings as a kind of monster. 
If you wish then to form a truly good character, piety must 
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be the foundation of it. Some of you, perhaps, may relieve 
your minds on this subject, by flattering yourselves that you 
will become religious hereafter. But is not this contrary to 
the conduct of men in regard to every thing else in which 
they have occasion to act? In their common worldly con- 
cerns, they do not proceed upon this principle. If you 
should see a person prosecuting a course, every step of which 
he knew must be retraced, deliberately proceeding to make 
work for repentance, would you not pronounce such a per- 
son tobe a madman? and yet this is the principle on which 
you proceed, in delaying the concerns of religion. The per- 
son who believes piety to be essential to the formation of a 
character, and yet neglects it in early life, with the expecta- 
tion that it may be acquired afterwards, is just as inconsistent 
as the man, who in building a house, should omit some mate- 
rials which were essential to the foundation, with an intention 
to insertthem when the building should be nearly completed. 
Every step which you take in an irreligious course, will ren- 
der your return more difficult, your repentance more bitter, 
and your salvation more improbable. 

Finally: If you think the arguments which have been 
suggested are of no importance, we will consent that they 
should pass for nothing. Lay them all then, if you please, 
out of view, and we will rest the whole on this single point 
— There is an eternity before you: this life is only the com- 
mencement of your existence, the bud of being; the first 
step in a progression which will never end. However happy 
and honourable you may be, (and we will allow, if you please, 
that your schemes of worldly ambition may be successful, 
that you shall have a glorious career, and be as great, 
rich and honourable as you can desire ;) if you have made 
no preparation for eternity, you must inevitably have your 
portion in the gulgh of despair. It is in view of this momen- 
tous consideration, that I urge you once more to remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth. O think of this 
when you go out and when you come in, when you lie down 
and when you rise up—remember that an eternity is before 
you ; and if you are not prepared for it by obedience to your 
Creator, it can only be an eternity of weeping. Rememer 
that your life is a brittle thread on which everlasting realities 
hang. May God enable you to act the wiser part, that 
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you may be prepared to meet the trials of life with a spirit of 
humble resignation ; so that your old age, if you should be 
spared, may be peaceful and happy, and your eternity unal- 
terably glorious. MOoniror. 


eee 


MEMOIRS OF ADELINE MARBLE. 


Died, in this city, on the 3d of May last, Miss ADELINE, 
daughter of Mr. Simeon Marble, in the 18th year of her 
age. 

The sympathetic -heart of the reader will beat with in- 
creased emotion, when he is told that Adeline was the oldest 
sister of Susan B. Marble, who died about 15 months since, 
in aremarkable manner, on the morning of the Sabbath on 
which she intended to unite with the church, in company 
- with more than one hundred of her companions; and that 
since that time a younger sister has been called into eternity. 


*“Insatiate Archer! gould not one suffice ? 
“Phy shaft flew thrice, and thrice my peace was slain.” 


When we record the departure of those, who in the flower 
of life, in the most interesting period of their existence are cut 
down by the stroke of death, a thousand tender and solemn 
reflections rush upon the mind. The person whose death 
we now notice, was bound to her connections and numerous 
triends by the strongest ties. 

To a disposition uncommonly sweet and amiable, she add- 
ed a stability and firmness of character unusual at her age, 
an active zeal for the welfare of her fellow creatures, and a 
humble yet cheerful devotedness to the cause of her Redeem- 
er, which rendered her in no common degree an interesting 
“companion and a useful member of society. In early life she 
was remarkably obedient and affectionate, and ever mani- 
 fested a tender solicitude for the happiness of her parents and 
friends. 

During the late interesting revival in this place, she ‘be- 
came hopefully reconciled to God through the merits of his 
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Son. She publicly professed her faith in the Christian reli- 
gion, soon after the death of her sister. 

Since her submission to God, she has, in an eminent de- 
gree, exhibited the Christian character, and very few have 
enjoyed more uninterrupted comfort. Her evidence has 
been constantly brightening; it was not like the meteor’s 
glare, which flashes and dazzles for a moment, but like the 
steady lustre of the sun, shining with increasing splendour to ihe 
perfect day. If at any time her mind was clouded, it was 
momentary and served but to render more clear and decided 
the reality of that change which she experienced. 

Her last illness was short but distressing, and such was the 
nature of her disease that soon after its commencement, little 
hopes was left of her recovery. In the view of death, with 
perfect composure and serenity of mind, she said, **O tay 
dear Ma, if | am soon toexchange this vain, sinful world, 
for the kingdom of heaven, what a happiuess it will be for 
me.” At evening some of her companions attended the Junior 
Ball. As a carriage passed by the house, she said, “ 1 sup- 
pose they are going to the ball. I would not exchange pla- 
ces with them. 1 am much more happy on this sick-bed 
than those who attend the ball. I pity them. . O that the 
Lord would open their eyes.” She always expressed much 
feeling for her companions, and spoke of them when in great 
distress. 

When asked by a friend if she found Jesus precious, she re- 
plied, “ Yes, O how good it is to have such a friend as Jesus, 
—there is no friend so near as he is. 


‘ Jesus can make a dying bed 
* Feel soft as downy pillows are.” 


She was told it was hoped the Lord would spare her, as 
the separation would be trying to her parents. She repli- 
ed, “itis the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good; the 
cup our heavenly Father giveth, shall we not take it.” 

When asked if she was willing to die, with a heavenly smile 
on her countenance, she said, * I have no will of my own; I 
have no wish to live, unless it be to comfort my parents and 
do someihing to advance the interests of the Redeemer’s 
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kingdom. I am willing to live or die as will be most for the 
glory of God. I feel perfectly resigned to his will.” 

The morning on which she died she appeared to have ex- 
alted views of the goodness of God, and language was too 
feeble to express her feelings. Just before her death, she said 
to her parents, “ Do not weep for me, I am going to my 
heavenly Father ; it will be but a short time and we shall all 
meet in our Father’s house, where separation will be un- 
known, and where sin and sorrow have no admittance. [I 
feel no fear—Jesus will receive me, and I trust wholly to his 
mercy. ‘'O,to grace how great a debtor.” 

She enjoyed a peaceful serenity of mind, and the clear use 
of her reason to the last; and as death approached she ob- 
served that she could not see as well as usual, and added, 
“ but it is nothing to loose my sight, to what it would be to 
loose sight of my Saviour. Oh, nothing is so good and 
sweet to me as the sight of my Saviour”—and then fell asleep 
on his bosom. 

Thus in the triumph of faith died this interesting lovely 
youth ; but though “ dead she yet speaketh.” In her exem- 
plary life, her cheerful resignation to the divine will, and her 
serenity in'view of the last trying scene, she has shewn the 
excellency of the religion of Jesus. 

This was her consolation in sickness, her support through 
the dark vale of death, and has doubtless carried her to the 
society of saints in glory. Miss M. empraced the Saviour in 
youth ; she relinquished the pleasures of sin which are but 
for a season, and laid hold of a hope for immortality. Pla- 
ced in a situation and possessing accomplishments which 
might have enabled her to enjoy the pleasures of the world, 
and mingle in the pleasures of refinement and gaiety, she 


~ turned aside from these vanities and sat as a humble penitent 


at the feet of Jesus. It was here she learnt that submission 
which was her consolation when the world and its enjoyments 
receded, and eternity, with its tremendous realities, opened 
before her. "Tis here, as a humble suppliant, you must come, 
who are basking in the sunshine of youth, and tasting the plea- 
sures of time, or the joy which crowned the last hours of the 
lovely Adeline will not be yours. Ye who now smile in the 
enjoyment of friends, where countenances beam with health 
and beauty, and who are in the bloom of life, remember her, 
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(with whom many of you associated,) and prepare to follow 
her into eternity. Improve the present moment, for like Ad- 
eline you may soon be summoned to the land of silence. 

[Rel Intelligencer. 


ee ee 


WALKS OF USEFULNESS IN AND ABOUT THE 
CITY OF NEW-YORK. 


(Continued from page 199.) 


I passed on until I came to the public offices. Perceiving 
the door of the register’s office open, and a gentleman very bu- 
sy in examining the records, I stepped in and sat down. “I 
wish, said he to the clerk, that you would be very thorough, 
and search every musty folio in the office. I cannot consent 
to have so valuable an estate rest upona doubtful title.”” “* You 
are very wise, sir, said I; it behoves us to have our titles well 
established. But pray, sir, may I ask, if you ever felt as 


much anxiety about your title to an inheritance which jis in- ~ 


corruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away.” 1 hope, 
sir, you will not be offended at my enquiry, for I have no 
other object than your good.” He said he felt it his duty to 
take care of his property and to remove all doubts as to the 
title. ‘* You are correct sir; we ought to set our houses in 
order, and not to suffer our estates to be clogged, so that if 
we are suddenly taken away, our children may not be in- 
jured. Butis it not of vastly more importance to ‘ make 
our calling and election sure?’ Is not an inheritance in the 
kingdom of God of infinite value, and if our title be doubtful 
ought we not to make it good? ‘ What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?’ * One 
world at a time, said he; Iam now busily employed about 
this world, and when I have a convenient opportunity I will 
_ attend to the concerns of the other.” “ So said Felix when Paul 
reasoned before him and made him tremble for the safety of 
his soul. But he was not then ready to renounce his sins ; 
the world was dear to him; the emoluments of his office daz- 
zled his eyes, and he could not consent to endure the reproach 
of the cross. But do we read that this ‘ convenient season’ 
ever arrived? Did not those serious impressions which the 
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apostle’s discourse made upon his mind all pass away ‘like 
the morning cloud and early dew?’ I fear, sir, it will be 
thus with you; § the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lusts of other things’ will choke all the fee- 
ble resolutions of good which you may make; and though 
you may gather up much riches, they will be of no avail to 
you in the day of wrath.” * Well, sir, said he, I shall attend to 
my own business, and you may take care of yours.” * It is my 
business, said [, to warn sinners to flee from the wrath to come 

to charge the ‘rich not to trust in uncertain riches, but im the 
living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.’ [f I 
have incurred your displeasure by the friendly hint I have 
given you, I am sorry, though I feel that my master approves 
of what I have done, and! hope that you will think on what 
I have suggested and be profited by it.”” He then left the of- 
fice rather in a surly mood, and not very weli satisfied that I 
had harrowed up his conscience. When he was out of hear- 
ing, the clerk remarked, “ that man, sir, is very rich and very 
unfeeling; be bas large estates, and he is constantly adding 
to them: but he seldom does good with his money. ‘ How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God.’ In too many instances we see the unhappy influence 
of riches upon the heart of the possessor. The man who 
has a great share of this world, has a great share of perplexi- 
ty and care; and if he be not sanctified by divine grace, he 
will surely cling to his riches tothe last. It was said by the 
Apostle, ‘ Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world’—and there are many at the present day who would 
follow Christ, if they could carry all their wealth with them ; 
or rather, if their wealth did not hinderthem. How impor- 
tant is the advice, ‘ love not the world, neither the things of 
the world,—if any man love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him.’ ” But, my young friend, said I to the 
clerk, what is the state of your own mind? Have you chosen 
a better portion than the person who has just left us? Deo 
you love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity? and are you 
living through faith in him who loved you and gave himself 
for your” “I hope, sir, he replied, that ‘ I know the grace of 
our lord Jesus Christ, who for our sakes became poor, that 

we through his poverty might be rich.’ I have protessed 
him before men, and J am not ashamed of his gospel. it is 
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row about four years since I gave away my heart to the Sav- 
iour ; and though I have been an unfaithful and unprofitable 
servant, yet my Lord has given me my wages, and a rich 
portion it has often been. 1 was very thoughtless and fond 
of pleasure until it pleased God to call my mind. from these 
things. There are a few young men, like myself, who meet 
every week for prayer and conversation; but we have to en- 
dure much reproach from our fellows. We do think it best 
entirely to give up their society, because we hope to do them 
good; but we will not go to their clubs, and suppers, and 
balls ; and for this they occasionally sneer at us as very big- 
oted. Pray, sir, can you tell me why it is that civil and ami- 
able young men discover so much bitterness against the reli- 
gion of the heart?” “* Yes, sir, our Lord himself hath answered 
the question—‘ If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you’ 
Your former gay companions recollect your conversation while 
in a state of servitude to sin, and they now think it strange 
that you will not run to the same excess with them, ‘ speak= 
ing evil of you.? They feel reproved by your chaste con- 
versation, and occasionally reflect upon their own course ; 
they inwardly approve of your conduct, and if they could 
draw you aside from the path of soberness, they would des- 
pise you for your condescension. ‘ Be’ ye therefore sober 
and watch unto prayer.’ I hope you will be able to perse- 
vere. You will surely obtain the end of your faith, the sal- 
vation of your souls.” I passed an hour with this young man 
very pleasantly ; it gave me great delight to find so ardent a 
Christian, and one who appeared to have such correct views 
of duty. I told him I hoped we should see each other fre- 
quently, and recommended to him to do all the good he was 
able: ‘* work while the day lasts, for the night cometh in 
which no man can work.” I left the office with mingled 
sensations of regret and satisfaction: my interview with the 
rich man excited painful sensations in my bosom; for I had 
reason to fear he would perish with his riches; but my Ccon- 
versation with the clerk refreshed my spirit, and I retarned 
home with a grateful heart. 

(To be continued.) 
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A CONTRAST. 


(Continued from page 162.) 


In former numbers, I gave you some account of the Mu- 
rin family, and brought down the history of Mrs. Dupin to 
the time of her marriage. We are now to see her at the 
head of a family. There she became truly a mother in Is- 
rael, drew toward her the attention and respect of all her ac- 
quaintance, lived beloved, and died truly and tenderly la- 
mented. 


Very soon after her marriage she made a profession of re- 


ligion, and in the opinion of all but herself adorned her profes- 
sion. She had very little evidence to herself of an interest 
in a Saviour’s love, and would often speak of her hope, as 
probably the hope of the hypocrite, which would perish when 
God taketh away the soul. She could tell of no particular 
moment when she was awakened, or when she began to be 
sanctified. But she had delight in the ways of God, and 
found his word and his ordinances her meat and drink. Al- 
though several miles from the house of God, and not favour- 
ed with a rugged constitution, she was seldom known to be 
absent from that holy place. The writer of this narrative 
has seen her, times innumerable, set out for the sanctuary, in 
an open carriage, in the midst.of storms the most violent and 
forbidding. But she used to say, and taught her children 
the same lesson, that the house of God was as much her home 
on the Sabbath, as her own house during the days of the 
week. If she might not, en that day, meet with the Lord’s 
people, and listen to his truth, the hours of rest passed heav- 
ily. Her best friends were those who best loved her Re- 
deemer, and in every good design they might calculate on 
her cordial co-operation. She led a life of prayer, and was 
daily conversant with her Bible. No one would exceed her 
in the tenderness and rectitude of her conscience. She 
shrunk from the contact of moral pollution, as the tender 
nerves from the touch of fire 

At the age of about forty-five her piety was greatly revived. 
Till then she had sat under the ministry of an aged man, and 
one who was neither a distinguishing, nor a forcible preacher, 
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and of course she had known but little respecting the pecul- 
iar doctrines or duties of the gospel.. But her aged pastor 
was called home, and one succeeded him who understood the 
truth and enforced it with eloquence. Under his ministry 
she grew like a willow by the water courses, and her piety 
ever after wore another and a brighter aspect. Irom that 
time she exhibited all the fervour of a young convert, and 
herself believed that her piety was to be dated from that pe- 
riod. Atthis time Bellamy’s True Religion Delineated be- 
came her favourite volume, and was no doubt one means of 
quickening her piety. And her light no niore went out, till, 
as we trust, it had shined brighter and brighter unto the per- 
fect day. Hence her house was the resort of none but the 
decent, the wise, and the pious. The ministers of the gospel 
found there a ready, and a welcome home, and were some- 
times lodged in her house for months together. I was a lad, 
and used to wonder, to find there so often the well dressed 
and intelligent stranger. Hence the Dupins had opportunity 
to mingle with the first in Society, and had of course the best ° 
ofhelps in the formation ofa good character, while the Murins 
were familiar with none who either feared God or kept his 
commandments. Mrs. Dupin had been introduced by her 
parents to a large circle of respectable and pious friends, who 
now interchanged visits with her family, and gave her child- 
ren opportunity to form attachments the most respectable and 
improving. 

‘The result was that their house never became the resort 
of the low or the profane. They kept their distance. be- 
cause in the midst of so much piety and decorum they could 
not be happy. Mrs, Dupin awed them iuto a respectful de- 
cency, and thus saved her children. If any miscreant stole 
into their kitchen or barn-yard, to instil his poison in her ab- 
sence, he felt himself to be on ground too sacred for his de- 
sign, and would retire, if discovered, with the precipitaucy of 
a thief. She cautioned her children not to be found in such 
society, and if their depravity led them to break her com- 
mands, still her instructions had so fortified their minds, as to 
be a guard in her absence. They never came to her fire- 
side, and, as far as her voice could prevail, were not permit- 
ted to till their ground or reap theirharvests. She feared to 
have them an hour in the society of her children, lest they 

20 















































230 A Contrast. 


should counteract the effects of her instruction, and sow in 
their minds the seeds of death. And she kept them, for the 
same reason, from all those places where vice could be Jearn- 
ed. Under no plea might they ever be found at the horse- 
race, or the cock-fight, or the card table. They must never 
be at the place of concourse, nor at any place where they 
could witness scenes that they would not cheerfully relate to 
their mother. Thus she endeavoured to keep them from 
the paths of the destroyer. 
It gives me pleasure to recollect how inviolably sacred was 
the Sabbath in that family. The Saturday evening, which 
she did net consider as holy time, was spent as a season of 
preparation. All things must be ina state of readiness for 
the Sabbath, that on that day there might be nothing done 
but works of necessity and mercy. Her whole family must 
attend with her upon the duties of the sanctuary, and it often 
happened that the worst of travelling and the fiercest of 
storms did not break up this arrangement. She taught them 
by her own example, to esteem it no disgrace, if occasion 
required, to be borne to the sanctuary in the farm waggon or 
the lumber sled; nor any hardship, if they must go on foot. 
Not a family in the parish were more uniformly in their pew 
on the Lord’s day. If depravity led any members of the 
family to plead excuse, it must be such as would exempt 
them from duty on the days of the week; hence seldom any 
excuse was plead. It was the mother’s care that they should 
all have such garments for the Sabbath, as would do honour 
to the day which the Lord hath blessed. I used to see them 
issue out at an early hour, and make off toward the sanctna- 
ry, (while the Murins were preparing for the hunt,) neat, 
sprightly, and happy as the sons of princes. I have a very 
distinct recollection, that they considered it profaning the 
Sabbath, to gather on that day a handful of fruit from the 
limb that might overhang the street. On their way to the 
sanctuary, and I was often in their company, I never knew 
them to play or trifle; and yet on other days they were like 
other youth sportive and merry. How it would be, that the 
mother could so instil into their minds, and they unregene- 
rate, the sacredness of the Sabbath, has often been to me mat- 
ter of surprise. Had they all been sanctified from their birth, 
it world seem impossible that they should have kept more 
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decently the day of rest. And still I remember that when 
occasionally any one of them could stay from the sanctuary, 
or break a mother’s watch, he could relish highly some con- 
gealed amusement. 

But Mrs. Dupin was uniform and assiduous in the instruc- 
tion aud government of her children. ‘The evening of her 
Sabbath was devoted to their spiritual improvement. They 
would come about her with their catechisms and their Bible, 
and she delighted to be their teacher. ‘They would some- 
times close the evening with sacred songs. Mrs. Dupin had 
a voice sweet as the nightingale, and when occasionally my 
mother would take me to spend the evening with them, and 
aid in the praise, I have never been more delighted. They 
used to sing The Hose of Sharon, till my enthusiasm almost 
kindled into piety, and I thought them the happiest beings in 
creation. They talked ef the sermons, and while they were 
musing the fireburned. They wept: and I sometimes found 
it: impossible not to weep with them. I was then impeni- 
tent, but I knew, and f have known ever since, that wisdom’s . 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
I shall always believe that there was something of heaven ia 
that little circle. But Mrs. Dupia did not cenfine her in- 
structions to that evening. She dropped daily lessons in 
their ears, as she repaired their garments and dressed their 
food. And she at length gained an ascendancy over their 
consciences that I have never seen equalled. I often saw 
that they were afraid to disobey her, when they knew that 
she would never detect them. ‘The secret is, that she taught 
them, that to disobey her was to disobey the Lord, and hav- 
ing gained this point, she had only to teach them what 
conduct would please her, and what would offend her, 
and her will was dome. Occasionally she could use the rod, 
even with severity ; but the few times when I saw her at this 
duty, it was evident that ske was the sufferer. She loved 
them, and they knew it; and this tortured them more than 
the rod: for she lashed the body and the conscience too at 
every stroke. ‘They could have borne it better if they could 
have believed her their enemy. What was somewhat singu- 
lar, she never permitted her children to outgrow her authority, 


. but kept a fast hold of their consciences when they had be- 


come men. 
(To be continued. ) 
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NARRATIVE OF LITTLE EMILY. 


(Concluded from page 206.) 


The next morning I prepared myself for a walk to the cot- 
tage in the wood, which was the residenee of my Emily, in- 
tending to have accompanied the little fair one back again, 
when she came, as I expected she would, for strawberries. 
At the usual time, therefore, I looked for her; but she came 
net. An hour or more passed away in expectation; but no 
little figure in black appeared tripping along the path-way. 
Mr. Graham began to be uneasy, and walked two or three 
limes to the garden gate to Jook for the dear child. 

At length some one came out of the wood; we at first 
thought it was our Emily, but we presently could distinguish 
a woman ina gray cloak. She ascended the hill, and com- 
ing in at the garden gate, told us in reply to our eager ques- 
tions, that she was the daughter of the poor woman in whose 
cottage Mrs. Norton, (our Emily’s Mamma) had lodged; and 
that she now came to tell us, the poor lady had died early in 
the morning, leaving no directions what was to be done ex- 
cepting only a letter, which had been put into. the post.—— 
“ But we know not, added she, “‘ what do do with poor little 
Miss, who takes on so bitterly, that we fear she will do herself 
AY mischief ; and as she loves you Madam and the gentleman 
here, my mother has made bold to send me for your advice.” 

On-hearing of the poor Jady’s death, I burst into a flood 
of tears, and loudly lamented my negligence in not having 
once visited ber; but after a few. moments, I rose to follow 
the woman, requesting Mr. Graham to send a man-servant af- 
ter me to the cottage, in case any assistance might be wanted. 

As we approached the cottage,a neat old woman, on 
* whose yenerable countenance the tenderest feelings of sor- 
row were depicted, came forth to meet us, and to say how 
thankful she was for my kindness in coming down. 

“ Where, my good woman,” I said, “is my little Emily ?” 

‘*Q Madam,” she answered, “ it would have cut you to 
the heart had you seen her yesterday. She came in from 
your house about eleven o’clock, as blithe as a bird, and 
ran upto her mamma with the strawberries; but the poor 
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lady had taken a change while little Miss was away, and was 
even then dying. She could not take the strawberries which 
the sweet babe offered her; yet it was plain to see she was 
pleased and touched with the kind attentions of the dear little 
Miss; for she prayed earnestly for her child, her lovely Emily, 
as shecalled her, anid some of her words were these: O my God! 
Ileave my child without anxiety ; for her Redeemer is mighty, 
he will plead her cause with thee.” (Prov. xxiii. 11.) 

I could bear to hear no more of the old woman’s discourse 5 
but entering the cottage, passed through the lower apartment 
to a narrow staircase, which ascended quickly, with a beating 
heart I entered the chamber of death. ;' 

There, on a decent bed, lay the poor corpse, neatly laid 
out ; but the figure was so death like, so emaciated by long 
or sharp sickness, as to convey no idea to my mind of what the 
poor lady might have been’when in health. By the side of the 
bed, ona little footsteol, sat the lovely Emily ; who, having 
removed the liveless arm from the position in which it had 
been placed by those who laid out the corpse, and resting hef 
cheek upon the pale cold hand (overcome with fatigue and 
sorrow,) had fallen into a deep sleep. 
+. The apartment was neatly furnished, though it contained 
several little things which pointed it out as having been the 
residence of one who had fallen from a state of comparative 
affluence. But what affected me most was, the little basket 
of strawberries, for which the sweet daughier had a second 
time paid the price of a self-denying act rarely practised by 
children. She had procured these strawberries as a gratifica- 
tion for her dying parent; but it was a gratification- which 
came too late to be enjoyed. 

Having gazed for some minutes on this scene, I turned 
round to the old woman and her daughter, who had followed 
me up Stairs.’ : 

Iknow not what my countenance expressed, but the old 
woman seeming to discover in it something of disapproba- 
tion, said softly but earnestly, “indeed, indeed, Madam, we 
could not get little Miss away; she would not leave her mo- 
ther, but was ready to die with grief whenever we attempted 
to remove her.” | has: ARQ 

“Then,” I answered, “ now must be the time to separate 
them; and hearing my servant below | called him-wp, and 
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directed him gently to lift up the sweet child, and convey her 
with as soft a motion as possible to our house. ‘This was 
done as I'wished. Intoso sound a sleep had she fallen, that 
he raised her up without waking her, and carried her away ; 
leaving me standing by the corpse. 

Very affecting thoughts passed through my mind as we 
were removing the child from the remains of that tender pa- 
rent, who had so carefully watched over her from her early 
infancy. : 

“ O poor corpse !” at length I said, “ I remove your Emi- 
ly—her tears will never again moisten your cold hand; but 
I will, God permitting, supply your place. Yes,” I said, 
kissing the hand on which the sweet child’s cheek had so 
lately rested, “ I will be a mother to your Emily—but, O, I 
am not worthy to fill your place—I have hitherto lived as 
without Ged in the world. The Bible has not beer my com- 
pauion as it was yours—I have liyed a stranger to my Sav- 
jour; a lover of pleasure rather than a lover of God. 

Speaking to this effect, I fell on my knees by the bed, and 
still holding the hand of the corpse, I prayed in a manner 
which I never had done before, not with the dips, but with 
the heart; my affections, | humbly trust, being under the 
influence of that Holy Spirit who helpeth our infirmities. 

The import of my prayer was, that if it should please God 
to place the little Emily under our care, he would give us 
grace in every respect to supply the place of her departed pa- 
rents, and to carry on that Christian education which her 
‘ mother had -so piously commenced. I prayed also for my- 
self and my husband, that when the time of our departure 
should come, we might be enabled to trust our cause to the 
Almighty, aud to say of ourselves, as the departed lady had 
said of her child, “eur Redeemer is mighty, he will plead 
eur cause with thee.” | 

On my arrival at home, 1 enquired eagerly after Emily. 
She was awake and sitting on Mr. Graham’s knee, who was 
endeavouring to comfort her. She received me with great 
affection, and asked me if she might not go back and sit by 
her mamma till she was laid in the grave. I endeavoured to 
persuade her not to think of such a thing. 

‘Jt would make me happy,” said she. “O dear Mrs. 
Grabam, let me go once again!—let me kiss my mamma’s 
bend only once more ! 
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I did not know what to say, or how to talk with her on 
this subject; but I rather put her off, for the present, than 
absolutely refused her request. ‘ 

I took her in my arms, and held her to my heart, and spoke 
to her of dolls and play things, which I would send for her 
from London. But in the midst of all this, to which she 
seemed to have listened from politeness, rather than interest, 
she said, “ O ma’am, talk to me of mamma! Where is my 
mamma now? Is she with papa and my little sister? and are 
they all with my Saviour? Are they clothed in his righteous- 
ness? Is mamma very fair now? is there no spot or stain of 
sin about her? Please Ma’am totalk to me about these things.” 

How could'I talk to her about what I did not understand ? 
J was not acquainted with religious subjects: I feared, even 
before this child, to show my ignorance; soI said, “ My 
dear, my heart is so heavy and sad, that I cannot talk.” 

‘¢ Please then to read the Bible, dear Ma’am read about 
our Saviour;” she answered. ‘I think that will comfort 
me; the Bible tells about heaven.” , ae 

‘¢T will, my dear child,” I said, “TI will read the Bible, 
and Mr. Graham will read it also, if you will but stay with 
us, and not want to go away: and we will serve God togeth- 
er: and with God’s help, we will prepare ourselves for that 
time when we shall all go to be united with your dear parents 
in the house of our Saviour above ?” 

She seemed pleased with this, and said, “ Shall I never 
leave you, Ma’am!” 

‘No, never, never my sweet child,’ I said, “so long as 
God will allow us to dwell together.” 

“ Will you love me, Ma’am?’” she replied: “ Please to 
love me.” 

“ Love you! I have always loved you,” I answered, “ and 
now I shall be your mamma.” : 

‘¢Mamma!” she said, “no, not my mamma—you shalt 
not be my mamma—my mamma is dead; but you shall be 
my aunt, my own aust, my darling aunt, and 1 will never, 
never leave you.” 

- In saying this she clasped her arms closely round my neck, 
and broke out afresh into tears. 

- Shortly after the funeral we quitted that part of the country 
and proceeded to Wales. Here Alr. G, and I employed our- 
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selves diligently in the education of this orphan child, srs 
her relations allowed us to adopt for our own. 

My mornings were devoted to her instruction, and our even- 
ings to reading. The events of the past summer had given 
a serious turn to our thoughts; and that love to the Bible 
which our little adopted daughter brought with her into our 
family, led us to read it more frequently than in former days, 
particularly for the purpose of satisfying her, and partly with 
the desire of increasing our own acquaintance with it. We 
now also began to take delight in our other religious beoks ; 
while our attendance on the outward observances of religion 
became less a mere matter of form than it once had been. 
Yet I mean not to boast; since all this time, I may truly say, 
that my growth in grace was exceeding slow, my backslidings 
very many, aid my love of the world continually ee 
with my religious duties. 

Eight years thus passed away since Emily entered our 
family—eight years of uncommon happiness, perhaps of 
more happiness than was consistent with our spirituul good 5 
and our dear Emily had now attained-her fifteenth year, 
growing up under the blessing of God, an exceeding lovely 
young woman. Never did I see, in any young person, viva- 
city so tempered with an abiding fear of God, or natural and ac- 
quired endowments so sweetly shaded by Christian humility. 
‘Though she described herself to be (and that truly) a misera- 
ble sinner, in whom naturally dwelt no good thing; yet her 
conversation and deportment displayed so much of the beau- 
ty of holiness, that we could not but feel assured, that her bo- 
som had indeed become the abode of the Holy Spirit, fron 
whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed. 

At the age of fifteen, her mind seemed to take even a still 
more serious turn, She became also at this period more anx- 
jous for my spiritual welfare, and that of Mr. Graham. At 
the same time, her health beginning visibly to decline, she 
expressed her decided opinion, that she should shortly leave 
this present evil world, and enter into everlasting rest. | 

Whenever she spoke on tits subject, it affected me great- 
ly; though f could not bring my mind to think it possible 
that i siiould be so soon deprived of my darling. The proba- 
bility, however, of such an event becaine gradually more ep- 
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parent. The insidious disease, which had unexpectedly as- 
sailed her, continued to gain ground ; yet so slowly, that for 


a year and a half we were deluded with the hope of her re- 


covery. At length all hope was removed, and we were 
brought suddenly to see that we must speedily make up our 
minds to part with our lovely child. This proved a grievous 
trial to my faith. 

Mr. G. behaved more like a Christian than I did; he sub- 
mitted more patiently to the will of God, and was sooner-en- 
abled to say, “* My God, not my will but thine be done.” But 
J will pass rapidly over this part of my history. 

' The growth in grace of our dear child was especially ap- 

parent to every eye during the last weeks of her life. 
A few hours before she was seized with the last mertal pangs, 
she, in the most solemn and affecting manner, thanked Mr. 
Graham and myself for all our kindness, expressing her affec- 
tion to us as for very dear parents ; and assuring us, that her 
feelings at that moment were_not.stropcer. for-her natural pa- 
rents, than for us her adopted father and mother. She then — 
proceeded to exhort us, in a manner which I hope will never | 
be forgotten, to a serious concern for our immortal souls. She 
pressed upon us the important doctrine of our natural deprav- 
ity, and consequent utter incapacity of helping ourselves. She 
next spoke of the Saviour; and on this subject all her accus- 
tomed warmth of feeling, with all-her usual vivacity of 
thought, were called forth in praise of Him, who is altogether 
lovely, and the fairest among ten thousand. She entreated us 
to hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering ; re- 
minding us how little the world could give, in comparison of 
that happiness which is laid up for the faithful ; after which 
she proceeded in a manner inexpressibly affecting, to point 
out the pleasure which she conceived to await us on our re- 
union in the presence of our adorable redeemer. Here, how- 
ever, her feelings overcame her dying frame, and her lovely 
face sunk upon my bosom, as I sat supporting her in my 
arms. But the subject becomes too affecting. O my Emi- 
ly! my Emily! child of my tenderest affection! beloved of 
thy Saviour; thou art removed to a happier world; while I 
am left bereaved of the delight of my eyes, and the idol of my 
affections! 
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My Dear Marta, 

Although I should be sorry to lose the regard which 
you have kindly expressed towards mé, I have determined, 
in fulfilling my late promise, to put aside all selfish censider- 
ations, and at the hazard of being thought unkind and ungrate- 
ful, to give you my thoughts very faithfully. To prevent alk 
disappointment, therefore, I think it best to apprise you at 
the outset, that this letter will not contain a single compli- 
ment; nor any consolatory explanation to my answer to your 
question; for this would be doing you a real injury for 
the sake of a little present comfort. It is, on the con- 
trary, my intention, as far as my observation extends, and as: 
far as the difference in our ages may warrant, to speak more 
in the character of your conscience than of your cousin. 

It is of little consequence, my dear, whether a solitary in~ 
dividual, (with whom you will probably have little future 
intercourse, )— it is of very little consequence, whether, or in 
what degree | may esteem and love you: but it is of great 
consequence, to yourself, that you should become worthy 
of esteem and affection; and therefore I shall not, to save my- 
self and you a little present pain, withhold any observation 
that may tend to your future and permanent advantage. 

I promised to tell you why I love Susan the best: and I 
can do this in a very few words. It is because she appears 
to me to be more amiable than you. It- may be, that you 
will not consider this a sufficient reason; supposing, that in 
return for the many obliging things you said and did for me 
I ought to feel an equal or superior degree of regard for you. 
But this would arise from a great yet common mistake as to 
the nature of affection; as though it were a thing as vojunta- 
ry in its exercise, as much in our power to give and to with- 
hold, as money or service. There is nothing more unreason- 
able than to accuse persons of ingratitude for not loving us so 
much as we desire. Yet instances of this may be frequently 
observed. Most people feel the wish of being beloved ; and 
in order to obtain their object it often happens that persons of 
selfish dispositions, of harsh, morose and tyranical tempers, 
feeling the desolateness of living without affection, endeavour, 
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by large benefactions, and a succession of costly favours, to 
bribe the love of some individual. Not consicering, that 
half the pains taken to subdue an evil temper, one real sacri- 
fice of their own will or convenience for the other’s happiness, 
would do more towards inspiring true affection than thousands 
of gold and silver. In such a case, gratitude requires the 
obliged party to shew all due respect and to do ail the ser- 
vice in his power: but it cannot require what is out of his 
power,—that is, to love an unamiable person. 

There is indeed a great deal of ingratitude, and a great 
deal of injustice and misapprehension in the world ; and yet, 
love is a thing so discriminating, so free in its choice, so inca- 
pable of purchase, bribe, or bondage, that I believe it is very 
rarely, if ever permanently misplaced; or finally withheld 
where it is really merited. ‘True affection as naturaily tlows 
towards the excellent and the amiable, as naturally avoids the 
mean, the selfih, the ill-natured, as water, escaping from the 
harsh and rugged rock, rests not till it reposes in the flowery 
bosom of the valley. We do, indeed, sometimes see ill-judg- 
mg people lavishing their admiration on persons of superfi- . 
cial virtues and great professions, but in the sequel even 
these will be compelled to own their mistake, and acknowl- 
edge the superior worth of the modest, unpretending, consist- 
ent, benevolert characier. 

if I were about to make choice of a particular friend among 
a number of persons, I should not be guided by their conduct 
aud professions to me, but by their behaviour in their own fam- 
ilies and amonest their old friends. A person who sustains 
one relation weil, will not fail in another. J should be quite 
sure that a dutiful, affectionate, attentive daughter,—a _ kind, 
disinterested, and seli-denying sister, would make a good 

riend: and, on the contrary, no attentions or professions to 
myself could induce me to believe, that an individual who 
failed in these relations was capable of faithful and disinte- 
rested friendship. I should fully expect, that as soon as the 
novelty of our intimacy was worn off, the first time our inte- 
rest or convenience happened to clash, I shou!ld experience 
the same want of kindaess and generosity as 1 had witnessed 
in the case of others. 

Now, to come as much to the point as I promised, i will 
plainly say, that, from what [ observed in my two cousins, I 
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should expect that Susan’s friendship, though not so warmly 
expressed, would prove of the most durable and sterling qual- 
ity. If I had remained with you some time longer, so as to 
become one of the family 5 and until the interest young peo- 
ple naturally feel in strangers had passed off, I could reason- 
ably have expected no other conduct from you than that 
which your mother and sister commonly receive. I am 
sure, at least, that I should not wish to be distinguished from 
them in sucha way. Suppose, then, that after a while, I had 
been taken very ill, (as I sometimes am,) and had required a 
great deal of trouilesome attendance; which, think you, of 
my cousins would have been the most attentive nurse? I do 
not ask who would have expressed most concern at my indis- 
position; but who weuld have been most willing to absent 
herself from agreeable company below to watch in the sick 
chamber ? Who would have been most mindful of my little 
wants, and most thoughtful and active about those services 


which make no show, and are too minute for thanks or ob- 


servation ? 

I think also that you are too anxious to obtain the love and 
admiration of those you meet with, or rather, I mean, that 
your anxiety is not of the right kind; but differs essentially from 
the natural, honest, and wholesome desire for the esteem and 
affection of our friend. The spurious kind may be known by 
its activity, and by the bye ways it takes to accomplish its 
purpose. Jealousy is another sure characteristic of this un- 
due concern for the regard of others. Now, would you not 
consider it very unjust, very mean, and, more than that, very 
dishonest, if your sister should endeavour to persuade your 
mother to diminish your annual allowance in order to in- 
crease hers ? or if she were to use the means to induce her to 
bequeath to herself the largest share of her property? But is 
it not equally ungenerous and unjust to desire a monopoly of 
affection, which is a thing more precious than gokl! Why 
should you not wish Susan to share, at least equally with you, 
in what you yourself consider so very valuabie ? 

There is one comprehensive virtue, which, more than any 
other that I can think of, characterizes those who enjoy uni- 
versal esteem: this is Aumility: while those persons who 
imagine that their qualities entetle them to general regard, 
never, never attain it. Your gentle sister, appears to me to 
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shine inthis grace. She thinks so little of herself and of her 
own deservings, that whatever she receives of approbation 
and of regard from others, seems to her whoily gratuitous. 
Now, as we always prefer giving where least is demanded, it 
is not surprising that our love should flow most readily where 
it is not claimed. 

There is my dear cousin, (and I say it more from what I 
have detectéd' in my own heart, than from any observation I 
have made on others,) there is a kind of devoted attachment 
to some favourite friend, accompanied with an eager desire 
for their affection in return, which is purely selfish ; and en- 
tirely distinct from a rational, well-founded, generous friend- 
ship. The esteem of that friend flatters her vanity ; her at- 
tentions and confidence exalts us in the eyes of others: for 
such a friend we may, indeed, do much, and make some 
costly sacrifices, but which, after all, are but laid on the altar 
of self-love. 

Many of the mean dispositions and uncharitable tempers 
which spring up in the human heart, would be at least check- 
ed in their growth if their noxious qualities had been early 
perceived. But the trouble and mortification of minute in- 
vestigation and’strict scrutiny are so great, that few take the 
pains requisite for the purpose; and many scarcely know 
how to set about it. Thus we deceive ourselves, and call 
things by their wrong names; so that the grossest vanity 
will pass for humbleness of mind; and the deepest selfishness 
for a warm and affectionate disposition. 

Let me then advise my cousin, while she is yet young, and 
all things are possible, to: enter intoa close and faithful ex- 
amination of her own heart. Let her motives undergo the 
strictest scrutiny; and never let her set the least value on 
that regard, (even if it could be sécured,) which is not found- 
ed on sterling qualities. ‘There is a thing more impressive 
and more’ conducive to happiftiess than the esteem of others,, 
and that’ is self esteenr. When this is acquired the other will 
be sure’to follow. Resolve, then, to deserve the affection of. 
your friends; and in order to this, think much less of what 
particular persons’ may think of you and of your con- 
duct. Let it be your endeavour, from benevolent mo- 
“tives instead! of selfish’ ends, to promote the happiness of 

all around you, cultivate habits of activity, or self-denial. 
21 
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Learn humility : be content to take your proper level :- think 
less, much less of yourself, and make fewer demands on oth- 
ers; and then, what you before unfortunately claimed will 
be spontaneously yielded. 

If I had not believed you to be possessed of good sense 
and principle enough to profit by these suggestions, I should 
not have taken the trouble to address them to you. If you 
will believe it, my dear Maria, I have given you a very strong 
proof of friendship in this letter, for it requires a greater effort 
to give one faithful reproof than to pay a hundred elaborate 
compliments, and it is, be assured, a far stronger evidence of 
affection. My hope,—I will even say my expectation is, 
that if a few years hence I should be favoured to pay another 
visit to my cousins, it would puzzle me exceedingly to 
answer such a question as that to which you lately compelled 
me to reply, but which, you would in that case, feel no incli- 
nation to propose. In the mean time, I remain your sincere 
friend affectionate cousin, ete verre 


Q. Q. 


P. S. Your mother and sister will not expect to see this 
letter, as they are already informed that it relates to private 


business between you and me. 


=Psaay 
et 


BIBLICAL SOLUTIONS. 


Answers to the Questions inserted in No. 6, page 206. 


92. A. One hundred years is here stiled a generation. 
There seem to have intervened, between the call of Abraham, 
and the departure from Egypt, 430 years, But Isaac, the 
promised sé¢ed, was born 25 years after the call of Abraham, 
from which time the reckoning must begin; which will leave 
405 years that the promised seed were strangers in a strange 
land: 215 being spent in Egypt. The five years seem neg- 
lected in order to express the sum in round numbers. Ex. 
12.40. Gal.3. 17. . 

93. A. This was plainly the fact both with Sarah and 
Abraham, and the unpromising character of the offspring : 
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must have been to the patriarch a severe and cutting reproof 
for his unbelief. 

94. A. It was predicted of him, that he should be a 
wild man, that his hand should be against every mar 
and every man’s hand against him, but that he should 
dwell in the midst of his brethren; and with this prediction 
the history of his descendants are found to agree. It is said 
that they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before 
Egypt, as thou goest towards Assyria. Havilah was situ- 
ated near the confluence of the Tigris and the Euphrates, and 
Shur on the Isthmus which separates Arabia from Egypt, 
called the Isthmus of Suez. Hence they must have occupied 
the greater part of Arabia. Josephus stiles Ishmael the 
founder of the Arabian nation. They certainly lived in the 
vicinity of the Israelites and the Edomites, and were from 
the first a fierce, untamed, unsettled horde of savages. 

It is agreed that “the Hagarians, Saracens, and various 
other tribes of Arabs, descended in a great measure from 
Ishmael: and they have in all ages, up to the present day, 
been a hardy race of freebooters, unlike every other nation 
in the world. They have chiefly subsisted by plundering 
their neighbours and passengers; as appears by the united 
testimony of all historians and travellers who have written 
of those countries. ‘They have provoked the enmity of all 
the neighbouring nations, and have lived in a state of hostili- 
ty with all men, so that there is no travelling in safety through 
those countries except in large armed caravans; and these 
are often plundered. Yet they have set at defiance the 
mightiest conquerors of all ages, and have stood their ground 
against them all. The Persians, Macedonians and Romans, 
successively attempted to subject them, and made many pow- 
erful but ineffectual efforts tothat purpose. Under Mahomet 
and his successors they have subdued. a large part of the 
world. After a time, indeed, the power of the Mahomedans 
was transferred to the T urks, who have repeatedly attempted 
to subdue the Saracens or Arabs, but instead of this, have, 
for above 300 years, been obliged to pay them a large tribute, 
for the safe passage of their pilgrims to Mecca, the centrality 
o/ their religion. To this very day the descendants of Ish- 
mael maintain the same attitude of hostility against all men, 
" and are a standing monument of the truth of prophecy.” Gen. 


16.12. Gen, 25.18. Doctor Scott. 
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95. A. When he was ninety and nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to him, and promised him, as formerly, a numer- 
ous offspring and the land of Canaan. His name was then 
changed from Abram to Abraham, and the name of his wife 
from Sarai to Sarah. She was then promised a son and was 
included with Abraham in the blessing. He was directed to 
circumcise himself and family, and to continue this rite among 
his descendants under a severe penalty, in case of failure: 
which seal of the covenant Abraham proceeded to affix to 
himself and the males of his family. Gen. 17. 

96. A. Heis said to have laughed at the thought of hav- 
ing a son when he was a hundred years old and his wife 
ninety, and immediately petitioned that Ishmael might live, 
as in the view of some expressing his unbelief. Others how- 
ever see only faith in his laughter, and in his prayer, as he 
was not reproved, as his prayer was heard, and he is said to 
have believed in God and it was counted to him righteousness. 
Gen. 17. 17—20. Rom 4. 3: 

67. A. It is believed that they were angels in human 
form, and that the one who conversed with Abraham, was 
the Angel Jehovah, the Lord Jesus Christ, who afterward 
appeared to Moses in the bush, and to all Israel in the pil- 
lar of cloud ; and who on many occasions appeared to his an- 
cient people in human or angelic form.Gen, 18. 10—22. 

98. A. Abraham viewed the heavenly visitants at the 
firstas men. He dwelt in a tent, and was sitting in the door 
in the heat of the day. On seeing them approach, he ran to 
meet them, bowed respect, and begged the privilege of enter- 
taining them. He washed their feet and sat meat before 
them. We see in the whole narrative a beautiful combina- 
tion of simplicity, piety, and hospitality. Gen. 18. 

99. A. There was renewed to him the promise of a son, 
and he was made acquainted with God’s design of destroying 
the cities of the plain. Gen. 18.10, 20, 21. 

100. He petitioned that, as God would not destroy the 
righteous with the wicked, Sodom might be spared if there 
could be found there 50, 45, 40, 30, 20, or even ten righteous 
men; but there were not ten, there was but one. Gen. 18. 
23—32. 

101. 4. Lot displayed toward them the same hospitality 
that Abraham had, byt the Sodomites gave them awful proof 
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that the ery of their enormities which had gone up to heaven: 
was altogether true. Gen. 19.1—10. Geu. 18. 20, 21. 

102. A. His family seems to have been all ungodly ; but 
Lot, being urged by the angels, left the city in company with 
wife and two daughters, ‘The wife, however, contrary to the 
divine injunction, looked back and was conv erted into a pil. 
lar of salt. Gen. 19, 14—106, 26. 

103. A. I know not how to understand the passage, ex- 
cept in plain and literal sense. It is asserted by Pliny and 
others, that there is in that country a kind of metalic salt, which 
resists the rain, and is hard enough for buildings. It is be- 
lieved by most of those, who are willing to believe a mira- 
cle in any case, that her body was suddenly converted into 
such a substance, and continued a standing monument of the 
divine displeasure. Josephus affirms that this pillar remain- 
ed in his time, and there are other witnesses of the same fact. 

104. A’ In answer to the entreaty of Lot, Zoar, a small 
city, was spared to him, as a place of refuge. He, however, 
soon lefi it, expecting, probably, that its great wickedness 
would corrupt the remains of his family, or that it would yet 
share the fate of the other cities. Gen. 19. 19—30. —— 

105. A. About nineteen hundred years before Christ. 

106. A.- It is acknowledged by all travellers that the 
place where stood the four cities, Sodom, Gomorrah, Geboim, 
and Admah, is now a sunken, filthy lake. A French writer, 
probably an infidel, ascribes the catastrophe to a volcanic 
eruption, and conceives the lake to have been the crater of 
the volcano In the time of Josephus the ruins of these*ci- 
ties were stillin being. Strabo speaks of the ruins of Sodom 
sixty furlongs in circumference, as visible on the shoves of the 
dead sea. 

It is allowed by all writers that the waters of this lake are 
salt, and covered with a kind of pitch-or bitumen. - The wa- 
ters are said to be very heavy, and some have asserted, 
. though erroneously, that nothing would sink in them. The 
lake is believed to contain no living thing, and no traces of 
vegetation are seen upon its shores. It is about eight miles 
long and two broad. i could mention‘a number of surpris- 
ing things that are told of this ill-fated spot, but they need te 
be better corrobosated before they can be believed. 


74" 
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Questions to be answered by the readers before the reception of the 
next number. 


107. Can. you give me some further particulars in the 
history of Abraham ? 

108. What was the age of Abraham and Sarah, when 
Isaac, the child of: promise, was born? 

109. What unpleasant affair happened soon after in the 
family of Abraham f* 


— 
EXTRACTS FROM THE MANUSCRIPTS OF A 
DECEASED LADY. 


(Continued from page 29.) 


ON THE DEATH OF HER FATHER, 


I was scarcely three years old, when I lost my Father. 
All that I can remember of him, is seeing him stretched out 
a lifeless corpse ; pleasing, yet dread remembrance! I would 
not lose the recollection of that hour, for all the wealth that 
worlds could purchase. It is a remembrance dear to me as 
life, interwoven with my very existence. It is a loved idea 
interwoven with every fibre of my heart. In childhood, in the 
midst of my wildest follies, it has checked my vain thoughts, 
and sent me often from my gay companions, solitary and 
alone to muse and meditate, while my heart panted after 
that heaven, to which his blessed spirit had flown; and 
eyen in infantine years,1 often painted to mvself the bliss 
ef which he was a sharer, and the pure delight he was par- 
taking in the society of angels, and the spirits of the just made 
perfect. It has accompanied me through every stage of my 
existence; in every situation, it has presented itself to my 
View 5; : through every varied scene of my life, it has been ever 
before me. Waking, it has occupied my thoughts, restrain- 
ed the wild visions of fancy ; ; sleeping, it has visited my 
dreams. It seems the only tie, which can connect me with a 
Father, who once lived, once Joved me, but is now lost to me 
for ever in this world, Jt is the only memento I possess in 





* On account of the illness of the Author no questions have been re- 
-csivedfer this number. We insert only three that we haye on hand, 
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my own mind, that I ever had a frier.d so dear; a sacred one 
it is, and the hand of time, so long as reason holds her em- 
pire, will never obliterate it. No! it will ever be fondly 
cherished in a heart, to which it has given almost its every 
impulse. 

It has been my Instructor, for it has taught me in his fate, 
that best of lessons, the vanity of all earthly things, and learnt 
me to contemn them. His loved idea has been my solace in 
adversity, and has tempered prosperity. It has been my 
guide and protector in the most difficult periods of my life; 
for when tempted to stray in forbidden paths, the ideas of 
that venerated form, from which the spirit had fled for ever ; 
and which might then be hovering over me, has restrained 
my wandering footsteps, and brought meagain into the ways 
of virtue. 


In the above may be seen the wonderful effect of early impres- 
svons as exemplified in the life and character of the deceased, 


WORSHIP OF THE GRAND LAMA. 


The great body of the Tartars in Asiatic Russia are pa- 
gans of the sect called Budhist. The visible head of their re- 
ligion is the Grand Lama. He is regarded by many as the 
deity incarnate, and by others as the vicegerent of deity. 
His worship is the most splendid of any in paganism. It 
has been stated that the Grand Lama is never seen but 
in a secret place in his palace, surrounded by a great number 
of lamps, sitting cross-legged, decked all over with gold and 
precious stones. ‘The deluded multitudes prostrate them- 
selves at a great distance, it being unlawful for any, so much 
as to kiss his feet. He returns not the least sign of respect, 
nor ever speaks, even to the greatest princes, but only lays 
his hand upon their heads, and they are fully persuaded they 
receive from thence a full forgiveness of all their sins. Be- 
sides this religious authority, he is possessed of unlimited 
power throughout his extensive dominions. ‘The delusion 
respecting his death is, that he only quits an old habitation 
for one younger and better, and is discovered again in the 
body of some child, designated by the inferior Lamas or 
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priests, who have certain tokens by which they ascertain the 
favoured object. y | 

Such is the ridiculous delusion which binds and has long 
bound so great a portion of mankind. Perhaps we shall find 
room in the next number to entertain our readers-with a 
sketch of the ceremony of inauguration of the infant Lama. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from Randolph, to the Editor of the 
Woodstock, Vt. Monitor. 


The work of reformation in this town still progresses with 
much rapidity. ‘The prospects are very flattering, and our 
hearts are almost every day made glad by the news of the 
salvation of a sinner. ‘The youth appear at present to be 
more sensibly affeeted than the older class. Children be- 
gin to sing hosannahs to the Son of David, while the aged: 
sinner is disposed to rebuke them and remain stupid, though 
there are now but few of this description, for the grace of 
God has sanctified the hearts of some ef the most stubborn 
and impenitent. Glorious things are spoken of Zion in this 
town, and alsoin.other towns. Yeu have doubtless heard of 
the work of grace commenced in Royalton, which at present 
is very encouraging. Surely the arm of the Lord is not 
shortened that he cannot save sinners, neither his ear heavy 
that he will not hear prayers offered in behalf of his king- 
4lom. 





The Rev. Mr. Finney, Missionary at Dwight, amongst the 
Cherokees of the Arkansaw, ima letter of March last, gives the 
following pleasing intelligence respecting the Cherokee child- 
zen: “ At beginning of the year we commenced taking child- 
ren, intending to receive no more than 15 or, 20 during the 
winter; but we have continued taking, until the number has 
risen to about 40. We have found this to be unavoidable. 
In some instances parents have brought their children, and 
sesolved to leave them at all events, even if they stole away 
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and left them upon our hands.”? This must certainly en- 
courage the hope, that God has determined to bless the de- 
scendants of our Aboriginal brethren. 


DEATH OF MR. PARSONS, 


Intelligence is received of the death of Rev. Levi Parsons, 
the distinguished Palestine missionary, whose interesting ac- 
count of a visit to Jerusalem has delighted thousands. Hé 
was on his way to Jerusalem, accompanied by Mr. Fisk, and 
died at Alexandria on the 10th Feb. last. We learn that a 
letter is received by the Secretary of the Board from Mr. 
Fisk, giving a very interesting account of the last moments of 
Mr. Parsons, Our readers may be favoured with some ace 
count of it in our next number. 


ANECDOTES. 


It is said that parents love their children better than the 
children their parents. It should not be so. Children 
should know that they have cost their parents a world of 
care and pain, and that they can never fully repay them. 

A very wealihy man had an only son, whom he treated 
with great tenderness, and who was expected to heir his whole 
estate. ‘The father had been very himself coarsely educated, 
but he determined that his son should appear in the world to 
better advantage than he-himself had, and took much pains 
to improve his mind and his manners. When the son had ar- 
rived at manhood, the father gave him the whole estate, ex- 
pecting, however, to be treated well whilehe lived. But the 
son was ungrateful, was ashamed of his father, and put him 
in the kitchen to fare with the servants. One day the son 
saw him in the act of mending an old rug, which he used as 
a covering both by day and by night. Old man, said he, 
what are you doing? Mending my rug,said he. Well, you 
wont want it long. No, said the old man, weeping, but you 
will want it. The son has since come to poverty, but has 
not, I hope, needed yet the old dirty rug. God, l-hope, has 
forgiven his ingrajitude, 
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EAGERNESS OF A YOUNG WOMAN IN RUSSIA TO READ THE 
SCRIPTURES. 


It is customary, on the eves of the great Feasts in the 
Greek Church, to read the acts of the Apostles to the people 
who are assembled in the churches. A young woman in 
Kazan, had recently gone as usual; and, walking up and 
down, happened, as she passed the Reader, to hear some- 
thing that arrested her attention. She listened; and the 
more she heard, the more did she feel interested, and was 
chained to the spot till the reading of the Scriptures was fin- 
ished. The following day she went to the priest, and ex- 
pressed her earnest desire to be permitted to read the book 
which she had heard read the preceeding evening in church. 
He immediately took down the New Testament; and, be+ 
ginning toread the portion of Scripture which she had heard 
in the public service, ‘‘ Yes,” she exclaimed, “‘ these are the 
very words.” She was now almost in an exstacy; and tak- 
ing the New-Testament home with her, she saT uP TWO 
WHOLE NIOHTS, in order to read through the Acts of the A- 


postles. Onreturning the Testament, she delivered it into the 
hands of the priest, with downcast looks and a strong degree 
of reluctance, which plainly intimated that she would have 
kept the volume if she might. Her joy may be conceived 
when she was presented with the treasure she prized sa 
highly. 


POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
THE ORPHAN GIRL. 


Kindly hear me, stranger, listen to my moan, 
Down where the ripling streamlet curls ; 
Here I often wander, pensive and alone, 
For I’m alittle orphan girl. 


I had once a mother, once a native home ; 
Then pass’d the days in giddy whirl. 
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Oh! what transient blessings! now abroad I roam, 
A friendless little orphan girl. 


Tearful days o’er me, grief and heavy wo 
Peace from my little bosom hurl ; 

All the train or sorrows now too well I know, 
Felt by a little orphan girl. 


Though I have no treasure, stranger, to bestow, 
No glittering silver, gold, nor pearl, 

Heaven will reward you more than I can owe, 
A homeless little orphan girl. 


There my hopes all center, far in realms above, 
Where joys in sweet succession twirl ; 

Angels there, and Jesus J shall see and love, 
No more a little orphan girl. LLEWELLYN. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


TO THE MISSIONARY. 


Go, Youthful Herald fir’d with zeal, 
The mercy of your God proclaim. 

Go teach the stony heart to feel, 

And tell the world a Savior’s name. 
Go, preach repentance to the vile, 
And bid their stupid souls beware, 
Lest, tho’ just vengeance sleep awhile, 
They reap at last in black daspair, 
Knowing the terrours of the Law 
Which fearful Sinai trembl’ing heard, 
When guilty Israel stood with awe, 
Beheld the mount, and greatly feared. 
Persuade, and urge, and in Christ’s stead, 
So sweetly press each gospel truth, 





Notice to Correspondents. 


That caught with guile, or captive led, 
Souls may be won. Nor age, nor youth, 
Be harden’d still, and madly choose 
The road that leads to endless death. 
By love constrain’d, great plainness use ; 
Bear on your heart, with earnest breath, 
When near the mercy seat you go, 

A guilty: world: wrestle and pray, 

Nor be denied, till ©hrist shall show 
That if your willing sou¥ obey, 

Nor doubt his grace, his love is pledged: 
When e’er his faithfulness shall fail, 
Millions of worlds, with wonder fledged, 
Their tarnish’d glory shall bewail. 


MAXIMS. 
Never excite a quarrel, but always conciliate those who have 
a sour temper, by the sweetness of yours. 
Do good and you shall reap good ; help the needy, you may 
soon stand in the same need. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


The Dying Orphan ; Experimental Religion; Letter from a youth 
to his friend William ; Two communications from *A*; and Narcissa ; 
have been received. 

‘Memoirs of Harriet Newell Truair, and Jt is Doing, will be inserted 
in our next. QOnthe Government of the Tongue will find a place 
soon 

A few other communications, which have been some weeks on 
hand, are under consideration. 

Memoir, by P H. C.! Account of the Life and death of B. R. ; and 
The Dying Orphan, sould have bad-an earlier insertion ; but similar 
communications, previously received, have prevented They will be 
inserted as soon as is consistent. 

Our Correspondents have our thanks for their kind assisténce ; and 
we hope that we shall continue toreeeive their favours, 





